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DEPARTMENT  OF  SOCIAL  WELFARE 


SOCIAL  WELFARE  PROGRAMS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Effective  October  ij  1957 

AID  TO  NEEDY  BLIND  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

AID  TO  PARTIALLY  SELF-SUPPORTING 
BLIND  RESIDENTS 


California  has  three  social  welfare  programs  for  the  blind. 

All  three  social  welfare  programs  are  geared  to  encourage  the  rehabilitation  of  sightless 
men  and  women  by  assisting  them  to  achieve  physical,  social,  and  economic  adjustment--thus  re- 
ducing dependency  and  enriching  the  lives  of  these  persons.  First,  financial  assistance  is  pro- 
vided for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  basic  needs  of  life.  Second,  blind  persons  who  are  able 
and  willing  to  tiy  to  achieve  self-support  are  given  encouragement  through  generous  exempt-in- 
come provisions.  Finally,  the  special  provision  for  eye  care  service  is  available  to  all  ap- 
plicants and  recipients  who  have  an  eye  condition  in  which  treatment  may  either  restore  vision 
or  prevent  further  loss  of  sight. 

1.  Aid  to  Needy  Blind  in  the  form  of  financial  assistance  paid  by  the  county,  state  and 
federal  governments  to  persons  who,  because  of  loss  or  impairment  of  sight,  are  unable  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  the  necessities  of  life.  This  program  is  administered  by  the  county  welfare 
departments  and  supervised  by  the  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare. 

2.  Aid  to  Partially  Self-supporting  Blind  Residents  in  the  form  of  financial  assistance 
paid  by  the  county  and  state  to  persons  who,  because  of  loss  or  impairment  of  sight,  are  un- 
able fully  to  provide  themselves  with  the  necessities  of  life,  but  who  are  working  on  a plan 
for  self-support.  This  program  is  also  administered  by  the  county  welfare  departments  and  super- 
vised by  the  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare. 

3.  Prevention  of  Blindness  to  prevent  blindness  or  restore  vision  by  providing  medical 
treatment  or  operations.  This  service  is  available  to  applicants  for  or  recipients  of  Aid  to 
Needy  Blind  or  Aid  to  Partially  Self-supporting  Blind  Residents.  It  may  be  obtained  by  persons 
whose  eye  condition  may  be  helped  by  treatment  or  where  further  loss  of  vision  may  be  prevented 
even  though  visual  impairment  may  not  come  within  the  definition  of  economic  blindness.  In 
general,  such  persons  must  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Aid  to  Needy  Blind  and  Aid  to  Partially 
Self-supporting  Blind  Residents  laws  with  regard  to  property,  income,  residence,  etc.  Preven- 
tion of  Blindness  is  administered  directly  by  the  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  county  welfare  departments. 
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County  welfare  offices  should  be  contacted  for  more  detailed  information  and  application 
forms.  If  it  is  possible,  the  person  desiring  to  apply  for  Aid  to  Needy  Blind  or  Aid  to  Partial- 
ly Self-supporting  Blind  Residents  should  call  in  person  at  the  office  of  the  county  welfare 
department.  Otherwise,  application  forms  may  be  requested  from  the  county  welfare  department  and 
filed  with  that  office  by  mail. 

PROVISIONS  FOR  AID  TO  NEEDY  BLIND  received 


To  be  eligible  for  Aid  to  Needy  Blind,  a person  must  meet  the  following  requirements: 


Bl indness 


M.LL 


His  visual  impairment  must  come  within  the  definition  of  economic  blindness  which  means 
that  his  eyesight  cannot  be  more  than  one-tenth  of  normal  vision.  In  general,  objects  can  be 
recognized  only  when  brought  within  one-tenth  of  the  distance  at  which  they  can  be  recognized 
by  persons  with  normal  vision.  Such  vision  in  the  better  eye,  when  corrected  with  the  best  pos- 
sible glass,  would  be  recorded  as  20/200  or  less.  Vision  greater  than  20/200  is  not  classified 
as  blindness  unless  there  is  an  equally  disabling  loss  of  side  vision. 
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The  degree  of  the  applicant's  blindness  will  be  determined  by  an  eye  examination.  No  charge 
will  be  made  to  the  applicant  for  the  examination. 

Age 


He  must  be  at  least  16  years  of  age. 

Residence 

If  a person  became  blind  while  residing  in  this  state,  he  must  be  a resident  of  California 
when  he  applies  for  aid.  Although  no  specified  length  of  prior  residence  is  required,  accept- 
able evidence  that  the  person  was  a resident  of  the  state  when  he  became  blind  must  be  presented. 

If  a person  became  blind  while  not  residing  in  this  state,  he  must  have  resided  in  Califor- 
nia for  at  least  one  year  inmediately  before  applying  for  aid  and  for  a total  of  five  years  out 
of  the  last  nine  years  immediately  preceding  the  date  of  application. 

Persons  in  Public  Medical  Institutions 

Except  under  the  circumstances  listed  below,  a patient  in  a public  medical  institution  may 
apply  for  Aid  to  the  Blind  and  his  application  will  be  considered  on  the  same  basis  as  any 
other. 


Exceptions  to  the  above  are  as  follows: 

A patient  in  a public  medical  institution  is  ineligible  for  Aid  to  the  Blind  if 

A.  the  institution  is  maintained  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  or  mental  disease; 

B.  he  is  in  the  institution  as  a result  of  a diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  or  psychosis; 

C.  the  institution,  or  unit  of  the  institution,  is  of  custodial,  penal  or  correctional 
character; 

D.  the  institution  is  maintained  and  operated  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Such  a patient  who  has  a bona  fide  plan  to  leave  the  institution  may  apply  for  Aid  to  the 

Blind.  If  he  is  found  eligible,  the  first  payment  may  be  made  to  him,  in  full,  while  he  is 

st ill  in  the  institution.  If  he  is  a recipient  of  aid  at  the  time  of  entering,  his  grant 

will  be  discontinued  when  he  enters  and  restored  when  he  leaves. 

Property 

A person  may  own  cash  or  other  personal  property  with  a net  market  value  of  not  more  than 

$1200.  If  an  applicant  has  a spouse  who  is  also  applying  for  Aid  to  Needy  Blind  or  who  is  re- 

ceiving this  type  of  assistance,  the  combined  personal  property  holdings  of  the  couple  may  not 
exceed  a net  market  value  of  $2000.  Personal  property  does  not  include  the  value  of  personal 
effects,  such  as  clothing,  household  furniture  and  equipment,  foodstuffs,  fuel  and  personal 
Jewelry,  musical  instruments  and  items  used  for  recreation.  Funds  from  a scholarship  which  are 
not  available  to  meet  basic  needs  will  not  be  deemed  property  or  a resource. 

A person  may  own  real  property  with  an  assessed  valuation  of  not  more  than  $5000  less  en- 
cumbrances of  record  on  the  property.  If  married,  the  assessed  value  of  the  combined  real  prop- 
erty of  husband  and  wife  cannot  exceed  $5000.  Any  real  property  owned  other  than  the  home,  even 
though  within  the  above  limitation,  must  be  utilized  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  the  applicant 
or  recipient.  Aid  to  Needy  Blind  cannot  be  granted  to  anyone  who  transfers  property  to  another 
person  with  the  intention  of  making  himself  eligible  for  such  aid. 

Amount  of  Aid 

Aid  is  granted  on  the  basis  of  need.  While  the  maximum  grant  to  meet  basic  needs  if  $110 
a month,  the  first  $11  of  income  each  month  (except  earnings  up  to  $50  a month)  must  be  applied 
toward  meeting  basic  needs.  Any  additional  income  may  be  applied  toward  meeting  any  special 
needs  which  may  exist.  The  maximum  grant  of  $110  a month  is  considered  to  be  the  amount  needed 
to  cover  normal  living  expenses  of  food,  housing,  clothing,  etc.  If  an  applicant  has  special 
needs,  his  total  need  is  the  sum  of  $110  plus  the  cost  of  the  items  of  special  needs.  Special 
needs  may  include  the  cost  of  medical  and  dental  care,  boarding  and  nursing  home  care,  as  well 
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as  other  items.  Certain  medical  needs  (including  prescriptions)  may  be  provided  under  the 
Medical  Care  program.  No  special  needs  can  be  allowed  if  the  applicant's  income  is  $11  a month 
or  less. 

An  applicant  who  has  income  from  any  source  should  discuss  any  special  needs  he  has  with 
his  social  worker  since  his  income  may  be  used  to  meet  these  extraordinary  expenses. 

The  law  requires  recipients  to  report  to  their  county  welfare  department  all  facts  which 
may  change  their  right  to  receive  aid  or  the  amount  to  which  they  are  entitled.  If  anyone  is 
overpaid  because  he  failed  to  report  the  facts,  he  must  repay  the  amount  of  such  overpayments. 

Relatives 

The  following  relatives  of  a blind  person  are  legally  responsible  for  his  support,  if 
they  are  living  in  this  state  and  are  financially  able  to  assume  such  support:  husband  or  wife, 
parent,  or  adult  child.  The  law  authorizes,  but  does  not  require,  action  against  relatives  fi- 
nancially able  but  unwilling  to  make  a contribution  toward  the  support  of  the  person  who  is 
receiving  aid.  It  also  provides  a scale  for  determining  what  contribution  may  legally  be  re- 
quired. The  scale  is  based  on  the  income  of  the  relatives  concerned. 

R i ght  of  Appeal 

Any  person  who  is  not  satisfied  with  the  action  or  lack  of  action  of  the  county  welfare 
department  with  respect  to  his  application  for,  or  receipt  of.  Aid  to  Needy  Blind  has  the  right 
to  appeal  to  either  the  county  board  of  supervisors  or  the  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare, 
722  Capitol  Avenue,  Sacramento  14,  California,  by  merely  writing  a letter  to  that  effect. 

PROVISIONS  FOR  AID  TO  PARTIALLY  SELF-SUPPORTING  BLIND  RESIDENTS 

The  same  provisions  apply  to  Aid  to  Partially  Self-supporting  Blind  Residents  as  set  forth 
above  for  Aid  to  Needy  Blind  with  the  following  exceptions: 

Property 

A person  may  own  real  and/or  personal  property  if  the  total  assessed  valuation,  less  all 
encumbrances  of  record,  does  not  exceed  $5,000.  This  sum  may  include  the  assessed  value  of  any 
real  or  personal  property  except  that  the  actual  value  is  used  in  determining  the  amount  of  cash 
and  securities  held. 

Additional  property,  which  may  include  both  real  and  personal,  may  be  owned,  provided  it 
is  necessary  to  implement  the  recipient’s  plan  for  self-support  and  the  county  assessed  value, 
less  encumbrances  of  record,  does  not  exceed  $5000.  The  proceeds  of  an  educational  scholarship 
are  not  considered  as  property  or  a resource  of  the  person.  Personal  property  does  not  include 
policies  of  life  insurance  which  have  been  in  effect  at  least  five  years  prior  to  application 
for  aid,  if  the  total  value  of  such  policies  at  maturity  is  not  more  than  $1000.  Neither  does 
personal  property  include  money  placed  in  trust  for  funeral  expenses  if  the  amount  does  not  ex- 
ceed $500.  Aid  to  Partially  Self-supporting  Blind  Residents  cannot  be  granted  to  anyone  who 
transfers  property  to  another  person  with  the  intention  of  making  himself  eligible  for  such 
aid. 

Amount  of  Aid 

The  maximum  amount  of  aid  which  may  be  granted  is  $110  a month.  In  addition,  net  income  up 
to  $1000  a year  from  any  source,  plus  one-half  of  all  net  income  over  $1000  a year,  is  allowed 
a person  whose  application  is  approved  for  Aid  to  Partially  Self-supporting  Blind  Residents  so 
that  this  sum  may  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  achieving  self-support.  Expenditures  for  equipment 
and  materials  and  other  capital  investments  up  to  $100  a month  are  deducted  from  gross  income 
in  computing  net  income.  Proceeds  of  an  educational  scholarship  are  not  considered  income. 

If  there  are  special  needs,  they  can  be  met  by  using  the  nonexempt  one-half  of  his  income 
over  the  $1000  exemption.  However,  the  first  $11  of  such  nonexempt  income  must  be  applied  toward 
meeting  basic  needs. 
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Plans  tor  Self-support 

In  order  to  qualify  for  Aid  to  Partially  Self-supporting  Blind  Residents  a person  must  nave 
a reasonably  adequate  plan  for  self-support  and  give  evidence  that  he  is  attempting  to  carry 
out  that  plan  through  a sincere  and  sustained  eflort. 

Soae  of  the  most  frequently  encountered  plans  for  self-support  pursued  by  blind  persons 
include  the  following: 

A.  regular  employment  for  wages  or  salary; 

B.  self-employment  in  one's  own  established  business,  farm,  dairy,  etc., 

C.  regular  practice  of  a profession,  such  as  law,  chiropractic,  coaching,  private  teaching 
of  music,  etc.; 

D.  regular  practice  of  piano  tuning,  broom-making  or  other  trades; 

E.  the  operation  of  vending  stands; 

F.  regular  attendance  at  any  institution  of  higher  learning  in  this  state; 

G.  regular  attendance  at  a recognized  professional  school  or  trade  school; 

H.  vocational  training  under  the  Bureau  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation. 

PREVENT  I OH  OF  BLINDNESS 

The  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare  is  authorized  to  provide  for  treatment  or  opera- 
tions to  prevent  blindness  or  to  restore  vision  to  applicants  for  and  recipients  of  Aid  to  Needy 
Blind  and  Aid  to  Partially  Self-supporting  Blind  Residents. 

Any  person  who  is  applying  for  or  receiving  Aid  to  the  Blind  may  be  eligible  for  this  eye 
care  service  if  his  eye  condition  is  such  that  treatment  or  surgery  may  either  restore  vision 
or  prevent  further  loss  of  sight.  The  department  assumes  responsibility  for  all  medical,  surgi- 
cal and  hospital  charges.  The  department  also  assumes  responsibility  for  payment  of  trans- 
portation as  well  as  boarding  home  care  ii  such  care  is  necessary,  in  connection  with  this  pro- 
gram. 

The  granting  of  either  Aid  to  Needy  Blind  or  Aid  to  Partially  Self-supporting  Blind  resi- 
dents is  not  dependent  upon  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  opportunity  for  treatment  or 
surgery. 

Under  the  law,  eye  care  service  may  be  extended  only  to  those  who  voluntarily  request 
treatment  and  make  such  request  ir.  writing.  Any  person  who  wishes  to  take  advantage  of  this  op- 
portunity for  eye  care  service  should  communicate  with  the  county  welfare  department. 

MEDICAL  CARE  PROGRAM 

Recipients  of  Aid  to  the  Blind  are  included  in  the  provisions  of  the  Medical  Care  program. 
Medical  care  may  be  included  as  a special  need  for  those  who  have  sufficient  outside  income 
(in  addition  to  exempt  income)  to  meet  the  full  costs  of  such  care  in  any  single  month.  If  out- 
side income  is  not  available,  certain  medical  care  can  be  paid  for  out  of  the  Medical  Care  Fund. 
The  county  social  worker  can  advise  concerning  the  provisions  of  the  Medical  Care  program. 
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